
Page 1 of 3 

 

 

Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and UNMISS Head of Mission 

Ellen Margrethe Loej 

 

On the occasion of the commemoration of Africa Day 

25 May 2015 

  

Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Dr. Barnaba Benjamin 

Marial, 

Honourable Minister of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Awut Acuil, 

Your Excellency Brig.-Gen. Sara Thomas Rwambali, Special Representative of the African Union 

Chairperson in South Sudan, 

Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,  

Distinguished Members of Parliament, and Senior Government officials, 

Distinguished members of the international community, 

Dear members of Civil Society groups and academia, 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen 

My dear African sisters and brothers, 

 

1. I am deeply honoured by the invitation to deliver a statement of solidarity on the occasion of this 

year’s commemoration of Africa Day. The theme for this year’s celebrations, “Women’s Empowerment and 

Development towards Africa’s Agenda 2063”, is also very appropriate, particularly as we mark 20 years since the 

Beijing Conference, and take stock of our achievements in empowering women and map the way forward for 

the future.   

 

2. Today’s commemoration also offers an opportunity for the people of South Sudan, the UN, the 

country’s friends and partners from the region and afar to reflect on the context of South Sudan’s theme – 

“Peace can happen in 2015”.  

 

3. Excellencies and dear friends, when I addressed the UN Security Council on 14 May in New York 

on the situation in South Sudan, I reiterated a point I have consistently been making. That is - there is no 

alternative to silencing the guns and concluding a comprehensive peace agreement in order to turn South 

Sudan towards the path of peace and stability.  I added that the untold suffering of the people of South Sudan 

must stop. We are witnesses to how the hopes and aspirations of South Sudanese have been set back by the 

conflict of the past 18 months.  Every day without a political agreement contributes to a further deterioration 
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of the situation on the ground, leading to greater displacement and human misery, and risks regional peace 

and security. The events in Southern Unity, and more recently in Melut, convince me even more that there 

can be no military solution to the situation in South Sudan. We all have to collectively exploit every 

opportunity available to us in ensuring that peace WILL happen in 2015. In this spirit, let me share with you 

three points. 

 

4. The first point that I would like to underline is that of “unity and solidarity”. Africa Day marks the 

founding of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963. The OAU’s primary goal then was the 

decolonization of the entire continent. The intra-state conflicts of the 1990s and the devastating humanitarian 

consequences of some of them have led African leaders to realize that peace and security, democracy and 

development require a different focus. The African Union is expected to lead in this regard by promoting 

economic and social integration, democracy and equitable development.  

 

5. Africa Day therefore continues to be relevant to remind us of our many achievements and to 

collectively reflect on and address the challenges the continent continues to face. The story of South Sudan, 

as the newest member of the African Union family – indeed the whole international Family of Nations - is a 

reflection of how regional and international solidarity has given birth to a new nation state and has been 

assisting it in trying to overcome the current conflict. The African community and international partners must 

find ways to support the South Sudanese people, to create an environment that eliminates the drivers of 

conflict and permits development.  Particular attention should be paid to ending violence against women and 

girls, and ensuring that their role in peacebuilding is strengthened. We in the  United Nations have been and 

will be a committed partner in working with the people of South Sudan to chart a development path to a 

more peaceful, prosperous and sustainable future. Continued solidarity and unity of purpose will be vital to 

allow South Sudan to progress on this path. We will also expand the voices of South Sudanese women to play 

meaningful roles in this regards. 

 

6.  The second point I wish to highlight is “unity in diversity”. South Sudan is a country of diverse 

peoples and cultures, a nation of many colours and customs, as many other nation-states are. The idea of 

unity in diversity goes beyond mere tolerance of cultural, linguistic, social, religious or political differences. It 

is based on an understanding that our differences enrich rather than diminish human interactions. Diversity is 

a source of strength and should be pursued in the context of national identity. In this connection, I wish to 

recall my recent meeting with the South Sudan Women’s Parliamentary Caucus. I was greatly encouraged by 

the women’s yearning for peace, and their demand for South Sudanese leaders to rise above personal political 

ambition and ethnic differences to create a more cohesive nation, for the sake of future generations. As they 

said, “please help us dry the tears of the women of South Sudan”.  
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7. This brings me to my third point – “women’s empowerment”, this year’s theme of Africa Day. This 

year also marks the 5th year of the African Women’s Decade (2010-2020) and the 15th anniversary of the UN 

Security Council resolution 1325 (2000), the landmark declaration on women, peace and security. The 

resolution aims to address the disproportionate and unique impact of armed conflict on women. It stresses 

the importance of women’s equal and full participation as active agents in the prevention and resolution of 

conflicts, peace-building and peacekeeping. The African Union’s Agenda 2063 reflects a strong commitment 

to gender equality and the empowerment of women through better access to education, work and healthcare. 

The rights of women and gender mainstreaming are also deeply enshrined in South Sudan’s Transitional 

Constitution. The ongoing conflict in South Sudan has had a devastating effect on the civilian population in 

large parts of the country. Women and children have borne the brunt of the current conflict, and are frequent 

targets of sexual violence and abuse.  Let us do more to end violence against women and girls. Let us do 

more to give women a stronger voice by strengthening their role in all fields, including peacebuilding.  Let us 

do more to expand the local voices of women in making peace happen now. As the UN Secretary-General in 

his message on Africa Day indicated, by empowering women, we help build better, more equal and more 

prosperous societies. 

 

8. Let me conclude by echoing the message of the UN Secretary-General on Africa Day, when he says, 

“I applaud Africa’s vision to build, by 2063, a peaceful and prosperous continent where democracy, human 

rights and the rule of law are entrenched and flourishing”.  

 

9. Excellencies and friends, I reaffirm the commitment of the entire United Nations family to work 

closely with the African Union, regional and international partners, all friends of this young nation, and the 

people of South Sudan to make this vision a reality. The United Nations in South Sudan remains committed 

to facilitating peace and security, delivery of humanitarian assistance, and laying the foundations for long-term 

development. The girls and boys, the women and men, of South Sudan deserve no less. The untold suffering 

of the people of South Sudan must stop. Now.  

 

Thank you. 


